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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





Nil dulcius eft, bene quam munita tencre 
Edita dottrina fapientum tempia ferena ; 
Defpicere unde queas alios, paflimque videre 
Errare, atque viam palanteis querere vite. 
Certare ingenio, contendere nobilitate, 
Notteis atque dies niti preftante labore 
Ad fummas emergere opes, rerumque potiri. 
Lucret. lib. 2. v. 7. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 
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Tuursbay, Yanuary the 4th, 1753. 








; HO, NAD) T the village of Aronche, in the 
es Mes, province of Eftremadura (fays an 
Ke old Spanifh author) lived Gonzales 






de Caftro, who from the age of 
(sj) of twelve to fifty-two was deaf, 
dumb and blind. His chearful 


fubmiflion to fo deplorable a misfortune, and the mis- 


7 


fortune itfelf, fo endeared him to the village, that to 
worfhip the holy virgin, and to love and ferve Gon- 
zales, were confidered as duties of the fame import- 
ance ; and to neglect the latter was to offend the former. 
«“ Ir happened one day, as he was fitting at his 
door, and offering up his mental prayers to St Jago, 

«© that 


>. Sir ag My 








THE WORLD. ae 


«¢ that he found himfelf, on a fudden, reftored to ail the 





« privileges he had loft. ‘The news ran quickly through’ 
“ the village, and old and young, rich and poor, the 
* bufy and the idle, thronged round him with congra- 
‘* tulations. 

“ Bur as if the bleflings of this life were only given. 
*« us for afflictions, he began in a few weeks to lofe 
“ the relifth of his enjoyments, and to repine at the 
‘¢ poffeffion of thofe faculties which ferved only to dif+ 
‘« cover to him the follies and diforders of his neigh- 
*«« bours, and to teach him that the intent of {peech was 
“ too often to deceive. 

‘“ 'THoucui the inhabitants of Aronche were as honett 
‘* as other villagers, yet Gonzales, who had formed his 
‘* ideas of men and things from their natures and 
** ufes, grew offended at their manners. He faw the 
* avarice of age, the prodigality of youth, the quar- 
“ rels of brothers, the treachery of friends, the frauds 





** of lovers, the infolence of the rich, the knavery of 
“the poor, and the depravity of all. Thefe, as he 
<< faw and heard, he {poke of with complaint ; and en- 
«< deavoured by the gentleft admonitions to warn men 
“* to goodnefs.” 

F Rom this place the ftory is torn out to the laft para- 
graph ; which fays, “ That he lived to a comfortlefs 
* old age, defpifed and hated by his neighbours for 
“«« pretending to be wifer and better than themfelves ; 
‘<< and that he breathed out his foul in thefe memorable 
** words, that HE WHO WOULD ENJOY MANY FRIENDS, 
“© AND LIVE HAPPY IN THE WORLD, SHOULD BE DEAF, 
*“ DUMBAND BLINDTOTHE FOLLIES AND VICES OF IT.” 


Ir candour, humility, and an earneft defire of in- 
ftruction and amendment were not the diftinguifhing 
characteriftics 

















No. 1. THE WORLD. 3 


- Characteriftics of the prefent times, this fimple ftory 
had filenced me as an author. But when every day’s 
experience fhews me, that our young gentlemen of 
fathion are lamenting at every tavern the frailties of 
their natures, and confeffing to one another whofe 
daughters they have ruined, and whofe wives they have 
corrupted ; not by way of boafting, as fome have igno- 
rantly imagined, but to be reproved and amended by 
their penitential companions: when I obferve too, that 
from an almoft-blameable degree of modefty, they ac- 
cufe themfelves of more vices than they have confti- 
tutions to commit ; I am led by a kind of impulfe to this 
work ; which is intended to be a public repofitory for 
the real frailties of thefe young gentlemen, in order to re- 
lieve them from the necefflity of fuch private con- 
feffions. 

T HE prefent times are no lefs favourable to me in ano- 
ther very material circumftance. It was the opinion of 
our anceftors, that there were few things more diffi- 
cult, or that required greater {kill and addrefs than the 
fpeaking properly of one’s felf. But if by {peaking pro- 
perly be meant {peaking fuccefsfully, the art is now as 
well known among us as that of printing or of making 
gunpowder. 

WHuoOEVER is acquainted with the writings of thofe 
eminent practitioners in phyfic, who make their ap- 
pearance either in hand-bills, or in the weekly or daily 
papers, will fee clearly that there is a certain and in- 
‘variable method of {peaking of one’s felf to every 
body’s fatisfaction. I fhall therefore introduce my own 
importance to the public, as near as Ican, in the man- 
ner and words of thofe gentlemen; not doubting of 
the fame credit, and the fame advantages. 

A D- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T O be fpoke with every thurfday at Tully’s 
head in pall-mall, ADam Fitz-apdam; 
who after forty years travel through all the parts of the 
known and unknown world ; after having inveftigated 
all {ciences, acquired all languages, and entered into 
the deepeft recefies of nature and the pafiions, is at 
Jaft, for the emclument and glory of his native coun- 
try, returned to ['ngiand ; where he undertakes to cure 
ull the difeafes of the human mind. He cures lying, 
cheating, fwearing, drinking, gaming, avarice and am- 
bition in the men; and envy, flander, coquetry, pru- 
dery, vanity,. wantonnefs and inconftancy in the women. 
He undertakes, by a fafe, pleafant and fpeedy method, 
to get hufbands for young maids, and good-humour 
for old ones. He inftruéts wives, after the eafieft and 
newett fafhion, in the art of pleafing, and widows in the 
art of mourning. He gives common fenfe to philofo- 
phers, candour to difputants, modefty to critics, decency 
to men of fafhion, and frugality to tradefmen. For 
further particulars enquire at the place above-mentioned, 
or of any of the kings and princes in Europe, Afia, 
Africa, or America. | 
N. B. The. doétor performs his operations by le- 
nitives and alteratives; never applying corrofives, but 
when invetera:e ill habits have rendered gentler methods 
ineffectual. | 
Havine thus fatisfied the public of my amazing a- 
bilities, and having, no doubt, raifed its curiofity to 
an extraordinaty height, I fhall defcend, all at once, 
from my doctorial dignity, to addrefs myfelf to my 
readers as the author of a weekly paper of amufement, 


called, Tue Worvp. 
My 
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M y defign in this paper is to ridicule, with novelty 
and good-humour, the fafhions, follies, vices and ab- 
furdities of that part of the human fpecies which calls 
itfelf the Wor LD, and to trace it through all its bufi- 
nefs, pleafures and amufements. But though my fub- 
jects will chiefly confine me to the town, I do not 
mean never to make excurfions into the country; on 
the contrary, when the profits of thefe lucubrations 
have enabled me to fet up a one-horfe chair, [ fhall 
take frequent occafions of inviting my reader to a feat 
in it, and of driving him to fcenes of pure air, tran- 
quility and innocence, from {moke, hurry and intrigue. 

THERE are only two fubjects which, as matters fland 
at prefent, I fhall abfolutely difclaim touching upon ; 
and thefe are religion and politics. The former of 
them feems to be fo univerfally practifed, and the latter 
fo generally underftood, that to enforce the one, or to 
explain the other, would be to offend the whole body of 
my readers. To fay truth, I have ferious reafons for 
avoiding the firft of thefe fubje&s. A weak advocate 
may ruin a good caufe. And if religion can be defended 
by no better arguments than fome I have lately feen in 
the public papers and magazines, the wifeft way is to 
fay nothing about it. In relation to politics, I fhall only 
obferve, that the minifter is not yet fo thoroughly ac- 
quainted with my abilities as to truft me with his fe- 
crets. ‘The moment he throws afide his referve, I fhall 
throw afide mine, and make the public as wife as 
myfelf. 

My readers will, I hope, excufe me, if hereafter 
they fhould find me very fparing of motto’s to thefe 
effays. I know very well that a little Latin or Greek, 
to thofe who underftand no language but Englith, is 


both fatisfattory and entertaining. It gives an air of 


dig- 
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dignity to a paper, and is a convincing proof that the 
author is a perfon of profound learning and erudition. 
But in the opinion of thofe who are in the fecret of fuch 
motto’s, the cuftom is, as Shakefpear fays, more ho- 
noured in the breach than the obfervance ; a motto be- 
ing generally chofen after the efiay is written, and hardly 
ever having affinity to it through two paragraphs toge- 
ther. But I have a flronger reafon for declining this 
cuftom: It is, that the follies I intend frequently to 
treat of, and the charaéters I fhall from time to time 
exhibit to my readers, will be fuch as the Greeks and 
Romans were entirely unacquainted with. 

Ir may perhaps be expected, before I difmifs this pa- 
per, that I fhould take a little notice of my ingenious 
brother authors, who are obliging the public with their 
daily and periodical labours. With all thefe gentlemen 
I defire to live in peace, friendfhip and good neigh- 
bourhood; or if any one of them fhall think proper 
to' declare war againft me unprovoked, I hope he will 
not infift upon my taking farther notice of him, than 
only to fay, as the old ferjeant did to his enfign who 
was beating him, I defeech your honour not to hurt yourfelf. 


ADVERTISEMENT tto the WITS. 


W HEREAS itis expeéted that the title of this paper will occzfion 

certain quips, cranks and conceits at the Bedford and other coffee- 
houfes in this town: this is therefore to give notice that the words, this is 
a fad werld, a vain world, a dull world, a wretched world, a trifling world, an 
ignorant wold, a damned world; or that I hate the world, am weary of the 
cuorld, fick of the werld, or phrafes to the fame effect, applied to this paper, 
fhall be voted by all that hear them to be without wit, humour, or pleafantry, 
and be treated accordingly. 





LON D ON: Printed for R. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, (where 
letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. COOPER atthe 
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